CHAPTER I
SOMK HISTORY AND A LITTLE LAW
FOR mote than six hundred years the keepers
of the King's plate, or more exactly the guard-
ians of its quality, liavo been the Worshipful
Company of Goldsmiths of London, and its immediate
predecessors. The company was first invested with
the right of assay by Edward the First in the year 1300.
Among other tilings that charter laid it down that no
goldsmith In the King's dominions should manufacture
any article that was not of " good and true allay/* and
every silver vessel was to be assayed by the wardens
of the company, who were to mark the piece with a
leopard's head* In 1363 it was further enacted that
in addition to the King's mark, should be put the
mark of the goldsmith who made it. Again there was
a declaration that the marks were to be struck only
on 4* good sterling silver,1*
At the end of the fourteenth century a beginning
was made in the direction of setting up assay offices in
provincial cities. Eventually a considerable number
secured the right of assay and although most of those
originally appointed have closed, others have taken
up the work as the later chapter on marks on old silver
The principle upon which the local offices